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Incredible vistas like this one in Chattanooga  
await you as you explore sites across the state. 
Courtesy Tennessee Department of Tourist Development

Civil War battles will come alive before your eyes at living 
history demonstrations and reenactments across the state. 
Courtesy Tennessee Department of Tourist Development



 March 4 – 5  Battle of Thompson’s Station

         June 23 – July 4  Tullahoma Campaign

 July 4  Grant captures Vicksburg, Miss.

 September 19 – 20  Battle of Chickamauga, Ga.

 November 24  Battle of Lookout Mountain

 November 25  Battle of Missionary Ridge (Chattanooga)

 July 1 – 3  Battle of Gettysburg, Pa.

     October 1 – 9  Wheeler’s Sequatchie Valley Raid

 November 4  Battle of Johnsonville

                                      November 4 – December 14  Knoxville Campaign

                            November 15 – December 10  Sherman’s March to the Sea, Ga.

 June 15  Siege of Petersburg begins, Va.  April 2 – 3  �Fall of Petersburg and Richmond, Va.; Lee’s Retreat begins, Va.

 April 9  Gen. Robert E. Lee surrenders at Appomattox Court House, Va.

 April 14  John Wilkes Booth assassinates President Lincoln

 April 26  Johnston surrenders Army of Tennessee near Durham, N.C.

                                                                                   February 1 – April 26  Sherman’s Carolinas Campaign, S.C. and N.C. February 25  Federal occupation of Nashville

 February 16  Grant captures Fort Donelson

 February 6  Gen. Ulysses S. Grant captures Fort Henry

 March 3  Lincoln appoints Andrew Johnson as Tenn. military governor

 April 6 – 7  Battle of Shiloh  September 1  Battle of Britton’s Lane

 April 8  Battle of Island No. 10

 June 6  Battle and Union occupation of Memphis

 December 19  Battle of Salem Cemetery

 December 20  Battle of Trenton

                          July  Forrest’s First Tennessee Raid

 November 13  Grant begins first Vicksburg Campaign from Tennessee

 April 12  Shots fired at Fort Sumter, Charleston, S.C.

 April 15  President Abraham Lincoln calls for volunteers to suppress “insurrection”

 June 8  Tennessee secedes

 September 29  Affair at Travisville, first military action in Tennessee

 July 21  First Battle of Manassas, Va.

                                                        December – January 1863  Carter’s East Tennessee Raid

                    December 11 – January 3, 1863  Forrest’s West Tennessee Raid

 December 31  Battle of Parker’s Crossroads

 December 31 – January 2, 1863  Battle of Stones River  September 22  Battle of Blountville                                              May 4 – June 20  Overland Campaign, Va.

                               November 22 – December 25  Hood’s Campaign

 November 30  Battle of Franklin

 December 15 – 16  Battle of Nashville

 September 2  Gen. William Sherman captures Atlanta

PLAN YOUR TRIPH H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

Cavalry raiders thundered across 
Tennessee throughout the 
war, attacking and destroying 

communication and supply lines. In 
late 1862, Confederate Gen. Nathan 
Bedford Forrest raided Union army 
bases and forts guarding railroads in 
west Tennessee while, at the same time, 
Union Gen. Samuel P. Carter raided 
Confederate posts protecting railroads 
in east Tennessee. And in 1863, 
Confederate Gen. Joseph Wheeler’s 
raiders sought to disrupt the vulnerable 
supply line for the besieged Union force 
in Chattanooga. 
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Visit Brownsville
731-779-9000
visitbrownsvilletn.com

Carroll Co. C. of C.
731-986-4664
carrollcountyecd.com

Town of Collierville
901-457-2776
colliervilletn.gov/explore

Covington-Tipton Co. C. of C.
901-476-9727
covington-tiptoncochamber.com

Fayette Co. C. of C.
901-465-8690
fayettecountychamber.com

Greater Gibson Co. Area C. of C.
731-855-0973
gibsoncountytn.com

Hardin Co. CVB
731-925-8181
tourhardincounty.org

Henderson-Chester Co. C. of C.
731-989-5222
chestercountychamber.com

Henderson Co. C. of C.
731-968-2126
hctn.org

Jackson CVB
731-425-8333
jacksontn.com/tourism

McNairy Co. C. of C.
731-645-6360
mcnairy.com

Hohenwald-Lewis Co. C. of C.
931-796-4084

Humphreys Co. Tourism
931-416-1115
visitwaverlytn.com

Jackson Co. C. of C.
931-268-0971
gainesborochamber.com

Visit Lawrenceburg
931-762-4911
visitlawrenceburg.com

Lincoln Co. C. of C.
931-433-1234
visitfayettevilletn.com

Macon Co. C.of C.
615-666-5885
maconcountychamber.org

Manchester Chamber
931-728-7635
visitmanchestertn.com

Marshall Co. C. of C.
931-359-3863
marshallchamber.org

Maury Co. CVB
931-375-4106
experiencemaury.com

Visit McMinnville TN
931-473-1221
visitmcminnvilletn.com

Middle TN Tourism Council
615-862-8828
middletennesseetourism.com

Explore Monterey
931-839-2111
exploremontereytn.com

Nashville Convention &  
Visitors Corp
800-657-6910
visitmusiccity.com
Overton Co. C. of C.
931-823-6421
discoverlivingstontn.com
Perry Co. C. of C.
931-589-2453
theperrychamber.com

Pick Pickett
931-864-7195
dalehollow.com

THE NASHVILLE CAMPAIGN

In late 1864, Gen. John Bell Hood 
led Confederate troops into central 
Tennessee with the aim of defeating 

Union armies and advancing into Kentucky. 
After being frustrated at Spring Hill and 
suffering a costly defeat at Franklin, Hood 
continued to Nashville and entrenched in 
front of the city. After careful preparations, 
Union commander Gen. George H. Thomas 
launched furious assaults on December 15–16 
that largely destroyed Hood’s army and  
ended major fighting in Tennessee.

Visit Pikeville TN
423-447-2791
visitpikevilletn.com

Visit Pulaski
931-363-3789
visitpulaski.com

Robertson Co. Visitor Center
615-384-3800
experiencerobertson.com

Visit Rutherford Co.
615-893-6565
visitrutherfordtn.com

Shelbyville-Bedford Co. C. of C.
931-684-3482 
shelbyvilletn.com

Smith Co. C. of C.
615-735-2093
visitsmithcountytn.com

Smithville-Dekalb Co. C. of C.
615-597-4163
dekalbtn.org

Sparta / White Co. C. of C.
931-836-3552
exploresparta.com

Sumner Co. CVB
888-301-7886
VisitSumnerTN.com

Wayne Co. C .of C.
931-722-3575
waynecountychamber.org

Wilson Co. Tourism
615-547-6438
visitwilsontn.com

EAST

Abraham Lincoln Library & 
Museum
423-869-6235
lmunet.edu/museum

Chattanooga Area CVB
800-322-3344
visitchattanooga.com

Cleveland / Bradley Tourism
423-472-6587
visitclevelandtn.com

Cocke Co. Partnership
423-625-9675
yallvisitthesmokies.com

 April 12  Forrest captures Fort Pillow

Visit Farragut
865-966-7057
visitfarragut.org

Gatlinburg CVB
800-588-1817
gatlinburg.com

Grainger Co. C. of C.
graingercochamber.org

Greene Co. Partnership
423-638-4111
discovergreenevilletn.com

Jefferson Co. Tourism
865-471-1881
visitjeffersoncountytn.com

Johnson County
VisitMountainCityTN.com

Visit Knoxville
800-727-8045
visitknoxville.com

Visit Loudon County
865-458-2067
visitloudoncounty.com

Memphis Tourism
800-8-MEMPHIS
memphistravel.com

City of Parsons
731-847-6358
cityofparsons.com

MIDDLE

Cannon Co. C. of C.
615-563-2222
cannontn.com

Cheatham Co. C. of C.
615-792-6722
cheathamchamber.org

Visit Clarksville
800-530-2487
visitclarksvilletn.com

Clay Co. C. of C.
931-243-3338
visitclaycountytn.com

Coffee Co.
931-723-5100
coffeecountytn.org

Cookeville-Putnam Co. CVB
931-528-6391
visitcookevilletn.com

Crossville-Cumberland Co. C. of C.
877-465-3861
explorecrossville.com

Visit Dickson County
615-633-6320
visitdicksoncountytn.com

Visit Franklin
615-591-8514
visitfranklin.com

Franklin Co. C. of C.
931-967-6788
franklincountychamber.com

Visit Goodlettsville
615-859-3678
visitgoodlettsville.com

Hartsville-Trousdale C. of C.
615-374-9243
hartsvilletrousdale.com

Hickman Co. C. of C.
931-729-5300
hickmancountychamber.org
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Follow these signs to more than 1,500 Civil War sites.

Follow the bugle to places like downtown Dandridge.  
Courtesy Tennessee Department of Tourist Development

Lebanon – Courtesy W
ilson County CVB

tncivilwar.org

tnstateparks.com

TORN IN TWO

PATHS TO LIBERTYWOMEN AT WAR

THE GREAT  
CAVALRY RAIDS

THE KNOXVILLE CAMPAIGN

FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM

BALTIMORE,
MD

GETTYSBURG, PA

RICHMOND, VA

RALEIGH, NC
NASHVILLE, TN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

CHARLESTON, WV

WASHINGTON, DC

615-741-2159

VIRGINIA TRAILS INFORMATION

Virginia.org
HHH

MARYLAND TRAILS INFORMATION

VisitMaryland.org
HHH

NORTH CAROLINA TRAILS INFORMATION

VisitNC.com
HHH

WEST VIRGINIA TRAILS INFORMATION

WVtourism.com
HHH

PENNSYLVANIA TRAILS INFORMATION

VisitPA.com
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#TNSoundsPerfect    #CivilWarTrails    #OpenAirMuseum

 December 4  Battle of Moscow

 October 11  Battle of Collierville

 October 3  Battle of McMinnville December 7  Battle of Hartsville

A colorized newspaper illustration of “General 
Forrest Driving the Federals out of Trenton, Tenn. 
General Forrest in the Foreground Giving Orders.”  
Courtesy Tennessee State Library and Archives

Co. D, 2nd Tennessee Cavalry (US).   
Courtesy Tennessee State Library and Archives

Post-war (ca. October 1865) image of the Fowlkes 
brothers. Edward, on the left, fought for the Union; 
Gabriel, on the right, fought for the Confederacy.  

Collection of Gary Waddey

Point Park, Chattanooga – Courtesy Tennessee Department of Tourist Development 

African Americans coming into Union lines after the Emancipation Proclamation. Harper’s Weekly.

Battle of Nashville. Chromolithograph by Kurz and Allison, ca. 1891.
Courtesy Library of Congress

Amidst the chaos of the war, 
enslaved African Americans 
seized opportunities to claim their 

freedom. Some took the well-worn path of 
the Underground Railroad. Others sought 
safety with advancing Union armies, and 
many assisted Union forces by building 
military railroads, fortifications, and camps. 

Thousands of self-emancipated African 
Americans lived at “contraband camps”—
so called because escaped slaves were 
considered contraband of war—in towns such 
as Nashville, Chattanooga, Murfreesboro, 
Franklin, Grand Junction, and at the largest 
camp on President’s Island in Memphis.
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Confederate spy Mary Kate Patterson (1838–1931) 
smuggled information and supplies to the 

Coleman’s Scouts, a Confederate cavalry and spy 
unit in the Nashville area.

Courtesy Confederate Veteran magazine

Over 20,000 African Americans 
from Tennessee joined the United 
States Colored Troops (USCT) to 

fight for their freedom, and over 24,000 men 
of color (including volunteers from other 
states) served in the USCT in Tennessee. 
One soldier proclaimed, “I’m fighting to get 
free.” USCT units manned forts at Grand 
Junction, Memphis, Chattanooga, Nashville, 
and Johnsonville. Such units also fought 
with valor and distinction at battles such as 
Moscow, Johnsonville, and Nashville, where 
13,000 USCT soldiers contributed to the 
pivotal Union victory.

More than 178,000 African American men,  
like this soldier wearing his winter overcoat, 
served in the U.S. Army during the Civil War.

Courtesy Library of Congress

African American recruits boarding the train for 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to join the Union Army. 
Courtesy Tennessee State Library and Archives

Making Clothes for the Boys in the Army. Etching by Adalbert J. Volck.   
Courtesy Library of Congress

During the Civil War, women in Tennessee served as spies, scouts, soldiers, nurses, 
volunteers, laborers, protectors of the home front—and chroniclers of the time when life 
was cheap but the cost of living was dear. These women included spies such as Mary Kate 

Patterson and Pauline Cushman, who risked their lives to smuggle information across enemy 
lines; the Rhea County Spartans, a female cavalry 
company that carried supplies to Confederate soldiers; 
Dr. Mary Edwards Walker, the first female U.S. Army 
surgeon, who later received the Medal of Honor; 
diarist Lucy Virginia French, who left an evocative 
record of the anxiety and hardships that filled life 
in wartime Tennessee; and countless other free and 
enslaved women whose stories have been lost to time.
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Tennessee was torn apart by the Civil 
War. Divided internally, with strong 
Union sentiment in the eastern part 

of the state, it was also a pivotal, ferociously 
contested battleground for the competing 
armies—Abraham Lincoln called it the 
“keystone of the Southern arch.” More 
battles and engagements were fought in 
Tennessee than in any other state except 
Virginia, ranging from major clashes 
such as those at Shiloh, Stone’s River, and 
Chattanooga, to small, vicious partisan 
struggles in the mountains. The state 
effectively fought a “war within a war,” 
leaving deep, lingering scars. Its people 
endured struggles on the hard-pressed home 
front and in the dramatic fight for freedom by 
the state’s 275,000 enslaved men and women.

In late 1863, with the Confederate siege of 
Chattanooga stalemated and the Southern 
commanders squabbling, Confederate 

Gen. James Longstreet marched into pro-
Union east Tennessee with orders to defeat 
Federal troops under Gen. Ambrose 
Burnside, capture Knoxville, and draw 
Union attention away from Chattanooga. 
The expedition was a disaster. 
Longstreet suffered a crushing defeat 
at Fort Sanders and failed to capture 
Knoxville. Moreover, the diversion  
of so many troops helped Union Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant break the siege 
at Chattanooga. East Tennessee 
would remain under Union 
control for the rest of the war. 

HHH H HH H H

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H
Travel Like a Local
Embark on a journey through Tennessee’s 
past. This map will guide you to more 
than 350 sites, enabling you to follow in 
the footsteps of trailblazing people and 
explore related historic events. From busy 
downtowns to sweeping battlefields, you’ll 
explore the spaces where America’s destiny 
was shaped—at your own pace.

As you explore you’ll have a chance to 
enjoy immersive experiences from engaging 
tours to historic hikes. Savor your journey, as Tennessee is 
known not only for its battlefields but for its bourbon and BBQ as 
well. Soak in the scenes and tranquility of these now-peaceful 
landscapes with your favorite travel companions.

Tennessee is part of a greater program too. There are more than 
1,500 Civil War Trails sites across six states that help guide you 
to well-known and lesser-known sites pivotal to America’s most 
defining conflict. For more information visit civilwartrails.org.
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