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Francis H. Pierpont 
“Father of West Virginia” 
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State Archives

Jackson’s Mill. Boyhood home for  
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson before he left  
for the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
Courtesy Karen Wilfong

Fort Boreman, which overlooks the Ohio River in Parkersburg, was built to protect a strategic railroad.
Courtesy West Virginia Department of Tourism
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Following Virginia’s secession, 
Union troops under Gen. George 
B. McClellan advanced into 
northwestern Virginia to secure 

the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, Abraham 
Lincoln’s lifeline from the Chesapeake Bay 
to the Ohio River. The first land battle of the 
Civil War occurred on June 3, 1861, when 
McClellan’s troops routed a small Confederate 
command at Philippi. The following month, 
Union troops routed the Confederates at Rich 
Mountain, Laurel Hill, and again at Corrick’s 
Ford, where Confederate Gen. Robert S. 
Garnett was killed, the first general officer 
killed during the Civil War. McClellan was 
soon called to take command of the Union 
army at Washington, D.C.

In August, Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis sent Robert E. Lee to western 
Virginia to coordinate Confederate operations 
in the region. Lee unsuccessfully attempted 
to dislodge a Union force at Cheat Summit 
Fort and was soon transferred to South 
Carolina. At the same 
time, Union troops under 
Gen. William S. Rosecrans 
drove Confederate troops 
from their fortifications at 
Carnifex Ferry. Confederate 
forces withstood a Union 
assault at Camp Allegheny 
on December 13, 1861, but 
soon withdrew into Virginia.

After considerable 
fighting and maneuvering, 
much of the area that would 
become West Virginia was 
in Union hands, where it 
remained for the rest of the 
war. Though Confederates 
mounted periodic raids and 
isolated actions, they never 
again seriously threatened 
Union control of the region.

THE FIRST CAMPAIGN
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West Virginia State Museum
304-558-0220
wvstatemuseumed.wv.gov

Preservation Alliance  
of West Virginia
304-345-6005
pawv.org

MOUNTAINEER COUNTRY

Greater Bridgeport CVB
304-848-7200
greater-bridgeport.com

Clarksburg Visitors Bureau
304-622-2157
comehometoclarksburg.com

Marion County CVB
304-368-1123
marioncvb.com

Visit Mountaineer Country
800-458-7373
visitmountaineercountry.com

Philippi CVB
304-457-3700
visitphilippiwv.com

NEW RIVER-GREENBRIER VALLEY

Experience Greenbrier Valley
800-833-2068
greenbrierwv.com

Visit Mercer County
304-325-8438
visitmercercounty.com

Monroe County Tourism
866-677-3003 ext.15
travelmonroe.com

New River Gorge CVB
800-927-0263
newrivergorgecvb.com

Visit Southern West Virginia
800-847-4898
visitwv.com

Wyoming County CVB
visitwyomingcountywv.com

EASTERN PANHANDLE

Travel Berkeley Springs
800-447-8797
berkeleysprings.com

Jefferson County CVB
304-535-2627
wherealmostheavenbegins.com

Martinsburg-Berkeley Co. CVB
304-264-8801
travelwv.com

METRO VALLEY

Visit Huntington
800-635-6329
visithuntingtonwv.org

Putnam County CVB
304-757-7282 
VisitPutnamWV.com

MID-OHIO VALLEY

Greater Parkersburg CVB
800-752-4982
greaterparkersburg.com

Ripley CVB
304-514-2609
visitripleywv.com

Ritchie Co. Tourism &  
Visitors Bureau
833-290-8659
visitritchiecounty.com

Roane County Chamber
304-927-1780
roanechamberwv.org

POTOMAC HIGHLANDS

Beverly Heritage Center
304-637-7424
beverlyheritagecenter.org

Elkins-Randolph County Tourism CVB
304-635-7803
elkinsrandolphwv.com

Grant County CVB
304-257-9266
visitgrantcounty.com

Hampshire County CVB
304-822-0127
cometohampshire.com

Hardy County CVB
304-897-8700
visithardywv.com

Mineral County Tourism
304-790-7081
govisitmineralwv.com

Pendleton County CVB
304-358-3884
pendletoncountywv.com

Pocahontas County CVB
304-799-4636
pocahontascountywv.com

Tucker County CVB
800-782-2775
gettuckered.com

MOUNTAIN LAKES

Braxton County CVB
304-765-6533
braxtonwv.org

Gilmer County EDA
gilmercountyeda.org

Lewis County CVB
304-269-7328
stonewallcountry.com

Visit Greater Summersville
304-619-5539
summersvillecvb.com

Visit Upshur County
304-473-1400
visitbuckhannon.org

NORTHERN PANHANDLE

Visit Wheeling, WV
800-828-3097
wheelingcvb.com
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Longstanding political, social, and 
economic differences between 
Virginia’s western and eastern 
counties reached a crisis in the 

spring of 1861, when the state seceded 
from the Union and joined the Confederacy. 
Whereas slave labor dominated Virginia’s 
eastern and Tidewater counties, there 
were significantly fewer slaves in western 
Virginia, and Unionist sentiment dominated 
the state’s northwestern counties.

In response 
to the secession 
referendum, on 
June 11, delegates 
from 26 western 
counties convened 
in Wheeling, 
reorganized, and 
restored the loyal 
government of 
Virginia under Gov. 
Francis H. Pierpont. 
The new legislature soon authorized a 
referendum on the creation of West Virginia, 
a new state to be carved out of Virginia. A 
constitutional convention drafted a state 
constitution, which voters in the western 
counties ratified on April 3, 1862.

The new state legislature convened in 
May 1862 and formally requested admission 
to the Union. The U.S. Congress passed a 
statehood bill—soon amended to include 
the gradual abolition of slavery—that 
President Abraham Lincoln signed into 
law on December 31, 1862. The following 
spring, West Virginia voters approved 
a constitutional provision allowing for 
gradual emancipation. West Virginia 
became the 35th state on June 20, 1863, 
under Gov. Arthur I. Boreman. Two 
companies of the 45th U.S. Colored Troops 
were soon credited to the new state.
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HARPERS FERRY

Few places encompass the story of the Civil War more than Harpers Ferry. Frederick Douglass 
believed the first shots of the Civil War were not fired at Charleston Harbor on April 12, 
1861, but rather on October 16, 1859, when abolitionist John Brown landed his strike against 
slavery in Virginia at Harpers Ferry. Here, Brown and his “army” captured the U.S. armory, 

arsenal, and rifle works. Following two days of fighting, Brown and his men were stormed at the 
armory engine house by a detachment of U.S. Marines commanded by then Col. Robert E. Lee. Brown 
was captured, tried, and convicted, and was hanged at nearby Charles Town on December 2, 1859.

As a hub for industry and transportation, Union and Confederate forces saw Harpers Ferry 
as a strategic location and gateway to the Shenandoah Valley. Federal troops utilized the area as a 
supply base and as a springboard for incursions into Virginia, while Confederates set their sights on 
Harpers Ferry on several occasions, most notably during the 1862 Maryland Campaign. The town 
changed hands more than a dozen times between 1861 and 1865.

Harpers Ferry also served as a beacon of freedom, from the thousands of enslaved who flocked 
there during the Civil War to those educated in the decades after at Storer College, one of the first 
higher education institutions for African Americans. The Niagara Movement—predecessor of today’s 
NAACP—met here in 1906, hoping to realize John Brown’s vision of freedom and equality for all.

As you follow Civil War Trails throughout wild and wonderful West Virginia, you’ll see 
trailheads around almost every bend. These hikes through national, state, or municipal 
lands will lead you to historic sites, across battlefields, and to vistas that will always be 
sharper in your mind than on your phone’s camera. Be sure to pack your hiking shoes and 

bring your most adventurous travel partner to ensure you create some history of your own.
Two historic hikes in West Virginia can be found at Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park and 

Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park. At Carnifex Ferry, you can explore the battle as it unfolded 
on September 10, 1861, across three hiking trails, which total three miles and range from easy to 
moderate difficulty. Droop Mountain offers eight hiking trails, each about a half-mile long, ranging 
from easy to difficult. These trails will enable you to explore the Civil War story that unfolded in 
their midst on November 6, 1863.

JONES-IMBODEN RAID

The following spring, Confederate 
Gens. William E. “Grumble” Jones 
and John D. Imboden began an 

even larger cavalry raid. Setting out on 
April 20, 1863, they planned to disrupt rail 
transportation, cut telegraph lines, weaken 
Union control, and seize supplies. Imboden 
led 3,365 men from Staunton, and Jones 
rode with 2,100 men through Petersburg 
and Moorefield. Jones temporarily rejoined 
Imboden at Buckhannon and skirmished 
to Weston, where they seized the mass of 
supplies stockpiled for the opening of the 
Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. The 
raiders returned to Virginia’s Shenandoah 
Valley by May 26. They claimed to have 
marched 1,100 miles, captured 700 Union 
troops, seized 1,200 horses and 4,000 
cattle, and burned 4 turnpike bridges, 
more than 20 railroad bridges, 2 trains, 
and 150,000 barrels of oil. Less than a 
month later, West Virginians declared 
their independence from the Confederacy.

John Brown’s Fort  
Courtesy West Virginia 
Department of Commerce

West Virginia Capitol. Follow in the footsteps of the 1862 Battle of 
Charleston as it unfolded along the banks of the Kanawha River.  
Courtesy West Virginia Department of Tourism

ROAD TO STATEHOOD

JENKINS’S RAID

Confederate Gen. Albert G. Jenkins led 550 cavalrymen 
on a 500-mile raid through central West Virginia over 
the course of 21 days starting on August 22, 1862. 

Leaving from Salt Sulphur Springs, Jenkins’s men set to 
work attacking Union forces, capturing prisoners, and 
destroying military stores. The raiders destroyed 
telegraph lines around Weston, captured a Union 
garrison in Glenville, and seized $5,550 from the 
U.S. paymaster in Ripley. They even raised 
the Confederate flag in Ohio after crossing 
the river at Ripley. On September 12, 
Jenkins ended the raid at Red House 
on the Kanawha River. Jenkins’s 
Raid temporarily disrupted the 
Union communication and supply 
system but had no long-term 
consequences, although planting 
the Confederate flag in  
United States territory 
provided a brief lift to 
Confederate morale.

1.800.CALL WVA
WVtourism.com

VIRGINIA TRAILS INFORMATION

1-800-VisitVA
virginia.org

HHH

MARYLAND TRAILS INFORMATION

1-866-639-3526
visitmaryland.org

HHH

NORTH CAROLINA TRAILS INFORMATION

1-800-VISIT NC
visitnc.com

HHH

TENNESSEE TRAILS INFORMATION

1-800-462-8366
tnvacation.com
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@WVtourism     #AlmostHeaven

#CivilWarTrails      #OpenAirMuseum

WASHINGTON, DC

BALTIMORE,
MD

RICHMOND, VA

RALEIGH, NC
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ATLANTIC
OCEAN

CHARLESTON, WV

Tinted print of Battle of Rich Mountain, original print appeared in National  
History of the War for the Union, printed in 1861 and illustrated by Alonzo Chappel 
and Thomas Nast.

State seal of West Virginia,  
adopted September 1863.

Droop Mountain observation tower  
Courtesy West Virginia Department of Tourism

shepherd.edu/civilwar

EASTERN PANHANDLE

John Brown by Ole Peter 
Hansen Balling, ca. 1872.

Courtesy National Portrait Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institution
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W E S T  V I R G I N I A

Follow these signs to more than 1,500 Civil War sites.

Travel Like a Local
Follow Civil War Trails to over 150 sites 
across West Virginia and create some 
history of your own. To make the most of 
your trip, here are a few tricks on how to 
travel like a local. Plan just a few “must see” 
sites each day, ensuring you have enough 
time for the unplanned adventures you’ll 
find along the way. As you travel between 
historic sites, be sure to build in time for 
breathtaking overlooks, serene waterfalls, 
and locally made treats. Art galleries, charming antique 
shops, and the epic vistas are waiting for you in every 
corner of the state. Whether it is a state park for stargazing 
or one of West Virginia’s amazing B&Bs, be sure to book 
your evening accommodations before you set out each day. 
Countless times along the way you might say, “We need to 
come back to check that out.” Keep this map and a marker 
handy to make those notes. You’ll also need this map to 
help navigate through the more wild and wonderful regions 
of West Virginia where cell service is a bit spotty. Bring a 
water bottle, hiking shoes, and a jacket, too—just in case. 
Take your time. Relax. Welcome to West Virginia.

Salt is an incredibly 
important resource to 
citizens and soldiers. 
Today, J.Q. Dickinson 
Salt-Works is using 
sustainable methods on 
the historic Dickinson 
Farm, where salt has been 
made since 1832.
Courtesy J.Q. Dickinson 
Salt-Works

H H H H H H

#AlmostHeaven 

#CivilWarTrails

@WVtourism

SCAN HERE FOR MORE 
TOURISM INFORMATION

DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM

1900 Kanawha Blvd., East 
Charleston, WV 25305

800-CALL WVA
WVtourism.com

Elmwood Cemetery 
is one of several sites 

in Shepherdstown. 
Courtesy West Virginia 
Department of Tourism

304-232-3087
wheelingheritage.org

 March 26  Voters approve West Virginia constitution with antislavery provision

 December 7   First West Virginia Senators and  
Representatives seated in Congress 

                                 April 20 – May 26  Jones-Imboden Raid

                                June 10 – July 14  Gettysburg Campaign, Va., Md., Pa.

 November 6  Battle of Droop Mountain

  October 13   Col. John S. Mosby’s Greenback Raid, 
Jefferson County

 April 9   Gen. Robert E. Lee surrenders 
Army of Northern Virginia at 
Appomattox Court House, Va.

 April 14   John Wilkes Booth assassinates 
President Lincoln

 April 26   Gen. Joseph E. Johnston surrenders 
Army of Tennessee near Durham, N.C.

                 August – November  Sheridan’s 1864 Valley Campaign

 August 7  Battle of Moorefield

 February 3   West Virginia becomes the second 
state to ratify the 13th Amendment

 April 3  Restored government of Virginia constitution ratified

 May 13  Restored government of Virginia legislature requests state’s admission to Union

 May 23  Battle of Lewisburg                   August 22–September 12  Jenkins’s Raid

September 4–19  Antietam Campaign, Va., Md., W.Va.

 April 12  Shots fired at Fort Sumter, Charleston, S.C.

 April 17  Virginia secedes

 June 3  Battle of Philippi, first land battle of the Civil War

 June 11  Convention begins at Wheeling

 July 11  Battle of Rich Mountain

 July 13  Engagement at Corrick’s Ford

 July 21  First Battle of Manassas, Va.

  May 23  Virginia voters approve Ordinance of Secession

   May 13–15  First Wheeling Convention

 September 3  Battle of Gauley Bridge

  September 12–15  Battle of Cheat Mountain

                 May 8–June 9  Stonewall Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

 September 10  Battle of Carnifex Ferry

 October 21  Voters approve statehood referendum

                November 26–February 18   
State constitutional convention

  July 8–10  Battle of Laurel Hill

 July 2  Battle of Falling Waters

     February 12–20  State constitutional convention

 December 10  Congress passes West Virginia statehood bill

 December 31  President Lincoln signs West Virginia statehood bill

 June 20  West Virginia becomes 35th state

 April 29  Battle of Fairmont

 Battle of Hurricane Bridge
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